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 APortrai of Vietnam

Vietnam today remains
largely agricultural. More
than three quarters of the
population live in rural
areas, such as the rich rice-
producing regions of the
Mekong and Red River
deltas.

Working in the rice fields, Hué.
| Photo courtesy of Manfred Leiterwww.ropicalisland.de
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Rice is the country’s most
important crop, planted on
over 80% of the farmland in
Vietnam.

A narrow strip of mountains divides Vietnam into north
and south. The Red (Hong) River dominates the north
region, the capital city of Hanoi located near its delta.

In the south, the historically rich port of Saigon (today’s
Ho Chi Minh City) lies at the base of the fertile Mekong
River Delta.
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e Vietnam is unusual in Southeast Asia in that almost 90% of the country’s 8o million inhabitants
are native Vietnamese.

| Vietnam’s largest ethnic minority are the "Sino-Vietnamese," Vietnamese citizens of Chinese
origin. Almost half of the Sino-Vietnamese population fled the country, together with
thousands of native Vietnamese, following the establishment of the Communist regime in the
late 1970s.

Street scene, Hanoi, Vietnam.
Photo courtesy of Manfred Leiter, www.tropicalisland.de i
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The Nguyen Family’s Story

Photo courtesy of Nguyen Tan Dung.

As the boat neared Thailand, pirates
attacked and robbed passengers
of their food and most of their
possessions.

Rescue arrived through a fortunate
encounter with the ship Akuna in
January 1980. The crew of the
Akuna provided their exhausted
passengers with food and clothing.
The Nguyens travelled on the Akuna
for a month before finding safe-
haven in Thailand.

Children being transferred from the Nguyen’s boat to the Akuna.
Photo courtesy of Nguyen Tan Dung.

After the Nguyens disembarked in
Thailand, they were transferred to
the Songkhla Refugee Camp. They
remained at the camp for three
months before they were accepted
as refugees by the Canadian
government.

Photo courtesy of Nguyen Tan Dun.

Two years later in 1982,
Nguyen Tan Dung sponsored
his brother and family to
come to Canada.
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and organizing a rich variety of cultural events.
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Owning a small business is one way some Vietnamese immigrants
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Ilding Community

Voluntary'Associations

Vietnamese immigrants were quick to develop their own voluntary organizations, or "hoi." These
groups continue to play a vital role in the community by welcoming and aiding new immigrants
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The majority of Vietnamese Canadians practice a
form of Buddhism called "tam giao." Here, Buddhist
monks from around the world gather to inaugerate
the opening of the Phap Van Vietnamese Buddhist
Cultural Centre in Mississauga in June, 2002.







